To whom it may concern:
I have lived in the city of Norwalk for the past 10 years.

Bill HB5293 is being introduced for the fourth consecutive legislative session in
Connecticut and I am confident it will continue to have strong support.

Circuses and shows that travel with animals cannot help but deny animals of the five
basic freedoms they should be entitled to; freedom from hunger and thirst; freedom
from discomfort; freedom from pain, injury or disease; freedom to express natural
behaviors and freedom from fear and distress.

Both Stamford and Bridgeport have municipal bans preventing circuses from performing
in their cities. Bridgeport, the home of PT Barnum, enacted a circus ban as of November 5,
2018. In 2020 Danbury residents signed a petition to ban circuses from coming to
Danbury. It was very disappointing that the city didn't support the ban despite the outcry
from the public, but it was amazing that the Danbury Ice Arena did listen to the public and
agreed not to host circuses going forward!

Aside from the temperature of the state, the nation also agrees that circuses that use
animals are archaic and cruel. There is a federal bill in the works. It is called TEAPSPA
(Traveling with Exotic Animals Public Safety & Protection Act). It might be important for you
to know that Senator Blumenthal, US Congresswoman Jahana Hayes, US
Congresswoman Rosa DelLauro & US Congressman Jim Himes all have supported this
bill to date. I tell you this because it is indicative of the times. People across the nation do
not support this archaic form of entertainment at the expense of innocent wildlife. However,
we cannot wait for the Federal Bill we need to join other states and lead the charge. There
are currently 96 partial or full bans on performing animals in jurisdictions in the US, in 32
states. NJ and Hawaii have passed statewide bans and MA, CA & PA have all introduced
similar legislation. A comprehensive list of local bans and restrictions on performing animals
in the United States.

Please show your support for HB5293 this session.

I appreciate your consideration,

Marion Zinowski
Norwalk, CT 06854

646.734.8902


https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.peta.org%2Fmedia%2Fnews-releases%2Fvictory-danbury-ice-arena-will-eliminate-animal-circuses%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cenvtestimony%40cga.ct.gov%7Cd4598b1ca4e34c5c7fb808da02c52c60%7C3ec76714b1b4418a883232c46ec84226%7C0%7C0%7C637825343724715980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=oWD%2F5%2BezMqEsmFFGRF3ZI7Y%2B16Cycwk%2FhenyXojE%2Fgk%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.federalcircusbill.org%2Fco-sponsors%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cenvtestimony%40cga.ct.gov%7Cd4598b1ca4e34c5c7fb808da02c52c60%7C3ec76714b1b4418a883232c46ec84226%7C0%7C0%7C637825343724715980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=tC2rY6Bx8%2FOyGRubhaC2xEQJyrlw06w97%2FlfwxGg%2FMs%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stopcircussuffering.com%2Fcircus-bans%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cenvtestimony%40cga.ct.gov%7Cd4598b1ca4e34c5c7fb808da02c52c60%7C3ec76714b1b4418a883232c46ec84226%7C0%7C0%7C637825343724715980%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=fbWacowtUbEm8IU0M4Wo1JnQvkBtjRajlEQ23FZUJ%2BA%3D&reserved=0

